Testament of Felice DE SANCTIS

… February 8, 1795 …

For a request to me Notary Public, being the witnesses present, after the demand of Felice son of  Potito de Sanctis from this Common of Castelgrande, I’ve come in his house situated in the place known as “Dietro Li Santi” (Behind the Saints – a place behind the Mother Church), where I’ve found Felice laying in his bed, sick in his body but sane in his mind, with a right speech and  a fully efficient memory.  He, considering the fragile and frail state of this human life, and that nothing is more certain than Death, even if its hour is uncertain, for not dieing without testament, causing this fact dissensions and disputes among his heirs after his death, has decided to do his testament. 

……

Every other testament done by him must be abolished. 

……..

Since the Soul is more deserving than the Body, being Felice a  faithful Christian, he recommends his soul to the ineffable Trinity, to God’s Pity, to his Custodian Angel, to the Very Blessed Virgin Mary and to all the Saints of the Celestial Court. He’s praying them for the Sacraments and for the intercession to Omnipotent God for getting the forgiveness of his pities and the Heaven Glory. He wants that after his soul is no more imprisoned by his body, his body will be buried in the burial of The Brothers of the Congregation of The Immaculate Conception of Mary.  Over his corpse must be celebrated his funerals officiated by two Priests, in a sung Mass, with some assistants. All that with the expenses of his heirs, since that’s his will.

And since the beginning of each testament is the institution of an heir, without which any testament is null, Felice institutes and creates his heirs over all his immovable, movable, semi movable properties, gold, silver, copper and each other thing of his, wherever situated. They are his dearly legitimate and natural sons nominated Vittoria, Domenico, Potito and Nicola; he wants them to succeed to him in all his properties, legates and prelegates, and he wants them to observe and execute all his commands, since that’s his will.

First of all, Felice leaves ducats five for the celebration of Masses for his and his Wife’s soul, and leaver the remaining ducats twenty-five for his own soul only, to be celebrated by those Priests chosen by his heirs.

Besides, he leaves to his granddaughter Angiolamaria, daughter of Don Potito tomola two of corn.

Felice also wants, orders and commands that in case his nominated sons and heirs want, after his death, separate and divide their properties, then, and in that case, he orders to proceed to the division of his heritage and the dotes of Potito e Nicola must be left to them. Successively they must proceed to the division in equal parts because that’s his will.

Moreover he wants that, as in case of division as in case they stay and live united all together, the portion of Donna Vittoria his daughter after her death must be done to her brothers Domenico, Potito e Nicola, …….

And since when he was living some instruments, acts and buying writings were registered in head of his sons Domenico, Potito and Nicola, he wants everything must be comprised in his heritage, because they were made in the period of  Felice’s father-authority.

Moreover Felice declares that Maria and the dead Claudia, two more daughters of his, have been  satisfied by him, so he wants the living Maria and Claudia’s heirs can’t pretend anything.

He nominates his son Domenico as testament executor and gives and concedes him all the necessary faculties for executing everything is written in this testament, since that’s his will.

And finally, having I Notary Public asked him if he wants to leave something to the Royal Recovery for Poor Men in the City of Naples, he answered he wants to leave nothing, having already disposed of his properties.

…….

Pasquale Mognone,  Notary Public

