Holograph Testament of Domenico de Sanctis – Sketch – July 28, 1883
Today, July 28 of the year 1883, in Castelgrande, I subscribing Domenico de Sanctis orphan of Physical Doctor Pietro, born and housing in that municipality at Lane 5° of the Martyrs Street, civic number 1262, in Basilicata’s Province, Melfi’s District, for the Divine Providence sane in the body and in the mind, with that holograph testament of mine I want freely to dispose about my rustic and urban properties, as about every other right competing to me, like the lay Marriage Chapters stipulated in occasion of my marriage  with my Wife  D. Teresa Cudone on August 5, 1850, and about other rights, and all that in the following way:

1) I call and appoint as my universal and particular heirs my two sons Pietro and Potito, generated during my marriage with my told Wife Teresa Cudone, with equal portions for both two. I recommend them love and harmony, excepting for the case of infraction to the prohibition, as the number 4 of this testament.

2) I expressly want that my funerals, in the day of my death and in the 3.rd day, must be celebrated with the Catholic Church Rite, with the possible economy and without any luxury since my property without my Wife’s dotal conferment, without the annexed weights and without the obligations contracted in my family, is quite modest, and since the funeral pumps are true illusions for the livings’ bluntness, so that I don’t accept the fact that my family can infringe my expressed will, even in other ways. If they would do more useful charitable works, they must do charity to Jesus Christ’ s poor men.

3) I want that, besides the funerals of the 1.st and the 3.rd day, as I told before, my heirs must ask for the celebration of Masses for Liras 200, comprehending those of the 1.st and 3.rd day. For this fact I legate and leave the said Liras 200 to my very darling brothers Don Potito, Don Vincenzo Pasquale and Don Alfonso, specifying the fact that if one of them dies before my death, the sum will remain to the remaining living brothers. Moreover, in that legate for the Masses are included also the so said “Bonifaciana”, the Gregorian Masses with the “Ora Pro Eo” (Pray for him) litanies, whose charity will be for Liras 1.20 for every Mass. For the others it will be for Lira 1. Finally, the repeated Masses must be celebrated in a three years period.

4) Both for the suffering troubles of my life, both for giving an example of a perfect abnegation to myself, since many lustrums ago I made a “sub gravi” vote: my descendants must non repeat my name. So I formally prohibit my sons to call with my name their sons, under penalty of loosing my available share, that’ll be “Ipso Facto” assigned to the other son if he gets married, if the fist wants to break my prohibition. They already well know my order and can’t ignore this disposal.

5) I want to incite my sons to obedience and to respect their uncles who merit very much, and my very beloved brother Alfonso, who spent a lot of his sweats for them, and affectionately educated them and loved them. Likewise I want my sons to respect and excuse their Mother in her suffering old age, to whom I anticipate a pre-legate for Liras 400. For her usufructs she must live with her sons under the marriage roof in peace with them.

I finally want to call my testamentary executor: he is my friend Priest Felice Maria Cianci from this community. I invite him to accept the appointment, leaving this testament in his hands for exhibiting it to my heirs and to read it immediately after my death.

Castelgrande, day, month and year as above.

I, Domenico de Sanctis orphan of Pietro have written with my own hands and subscribed the present testament and I want it to have all the legal effects.

